
S a l i s b u r y  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
A g e n d a  I t e m  R e q u e s t  F o r m  

 
Please Select Submission Category:       Public       Council       Manager      Staff  
 
Requested Council Meeting Date:      September 20, 2022            
                                                  
Name of Group(s) or Individual(s) Making Request:  Community Planning Services  
 
Name of Presenter(s): Hannah Jacobson, Planning Director   
 
Requested Agenda Item: Council to hold a public hearing and consider adopting an ordinance releasing the 
Mid Carolina Regional Airport Property from the City’s Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).   
 
Description of Requested Agenda Item:   On June 2, 2022 the City received a request from Rowan County to 
release the Mid Carolina Regional Airport property owned by Rowan County from the City’s Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction. At the August 2nd City Council meeting, a public hearing was set for September 20, 2022. Council 
will hear public comment and consider releasing the approximately 580 acres from the City’s ETJ.  
 
Background 
In 2013, the North Carolina General Assembly passed a local bill (SB 269) de-annexing the Mid-Carolina 
Regional Airport (“the airport”) from the City of Salisbury. While no longer within the city’s corporate limits, 
the bill neglected to address the Extra Territorial Jurisdictional boundaries, meaning that Salisbury has retained 
the authority to exercise zoning and development regulations on the airport property. 
 
On May 16, 2022 to Rowan County Board of Commissioners adopted a formal Resolution requesting that the 
City release the airport from the City’s ETJ (Attachment A). The Resolution was followed by a letter dated June 
2, 2022 and addressed to Mayor Alexander explaining the rationale for the request (Attachment B). 
 
The request comes as the result of City and County staff working together. Recent issues related to the airport’s 
expansion of its facilities have raised challenges applying the City’s zoning and development standards and 
certain federal regulations that govern the development of the airport. City and County staff have met on several 
occasions to discuss possibilities, and are ultimately recommending the removal of the airport from the City’s 
planning and zoning jurisdiction. 
 
Rowan County Planning staff is working through a parallel process to amend their zoning code to include a new 
airport specific zoning designation. Salisbury Planning staff has had the opportunity to review the proposed text 
of the new Airport Industrial (AI) zoning district, and proposed map amendments, and do not have any 
objections. The airport’s adopted Airport Layout Plan will be adopted as a conditional district overlay 
(Attachment C), and the remaining property will be zoned for general airport uses (Attachment D). Salisbury 
staff has reviewed the proposed district’s provisions for height, setbacks, lighting, signage, and parking for 
compatibility with the surrounding area which is predominantly within the city limits. City staff found the 
proposed zoning changes would cause little impact to the surrounding areas, which are predominantly zoned for 
Heavy Industrial, or are separated by Grants Creek, a substantial natural buffer.  
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PARCEL ID ACREAGE 
460 063 1.89 
460 165 0.72 
460 184 1.38 
461 077 223.90 
461 185 24.74 
461 187 19.03 
462 012 18.50 
469 020 3.88 
469 024 82.77 
469 039 11.04 
469 049 1.98 
469 055 6.37 
469 063 2.81 
469 064 24.61 

470 001000001 150.94 
470 037 0.46 
470 042 1.91 
471 043 3.19 

 580.14 
 

 
Attachments:     Yes           No  
 
Attachment A, Resolution Supporting City of Salisbury Release of Airport ETJ 
Attachment B, Cover Letter Request for Release ETJ 
Attachment C, Airport Layout Plan Update 
Attachment D, Boundary Map of Proposed Airport Industrial District 
Attachment E, Ordinance releasing the Mid-Carolina Regional Airport from the Salisbury Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction 
 
Fiscal Note: (If fiscal note requires approval by finance department because item exceeds $100,000 or is related to grant funds, please fill out signature 
blocks for finance at bottom of form and provide supporting documents)  
 
 

Action Requested of Council for Agenda Item: Council to hold a public hearing and consider adopting an 
ordinance releasing the property owned by Rowan County and used for the Mid Carolina Regional Airport from 
the City’s ETJ.  

 
Contact Information for Group or Individual: Hannah Jacobson, hannah.jacobson@salisburync.gov, 704-
638-5230 
 
 

mailto:hannah.jacobson@salisburync.gov
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  Consent Agenda (item requires no discussion and will be voted on by Council or removed from the consent            
agenda to the regular agenda)  
 
  Regular Agenda (item to be discussed and possibly voted on by Council)        
 
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT INFORMATION: 
 
_________________________________   _____________________________ 
Finance Manager Signature     Department Head Signature 
 
 
______________________________ 
Budget Manager Signature 
 
****All agenda items must be submitted at least 7 days before the requested Council meeting date*** 
 
For Use in Clerk’s Office Only 
 

 Approved    Delayed    Declined 
 
Reason:   
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AN ORDINANCE RELEASING THE MID-CAROLINA REGIONAL AIRPORT FROM THE 
SALISBURY EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION, INCLUDING TAX MAP 460 
PARCELS 063, 165, 184; and TAX MAP 461 PARCELS 077, 185, 187; and TAX MAP 462 
PARCEL 012; and TAX MAP 469 PARCELS 020, 024, 039, 049, 055, 063, 064; and TAX 
MAP 470 PARCELS 0010000001, 037, 042; and TAX MAP 471 PARCEL 043. 
 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Carolina Regional Airport properties are not within the City of 
Salisbury’s corporate limits; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Resolution supporting the release of the Mid-Carolina Regional Airport 

(“airport”) was adopted by the Rowan County Commissioners on May 16, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, Planning staff finds the release of the Mid-Carolina Regional Airport from 

the Salisbury Extraterritorial jurisdiction does not negatively impact surrounding properties, nor 
does it impede future growth; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council held a properly-noticed public hearing at the regularly-

scheduled City Council meeting on September 20, 2022; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Salisbury, 
North Carolina: 

 
SECTION 1. That properties identified in Rowan County as tax map 460 parcels 063, 

165, 184; and tax map 461 parcels 077, 185, 187; and tax map 462 parcel 012; and tax map 469 
parcels 020, 024, 039, 049, 055, 063, 064; and tax map 470 parcels 0010000001, 037, 042; and 
tax map 471 parcel 043. including those abutting rights-of-way and reaching to the respective 
centerlines, as designated on the official property identification maps of Rowan County, is 
hereby relinquished from the Salisbury Extraterritorial Jurisdiction.  
 

SECTION 2. That all Ordinances, or parts of Ordinances, in conflict with this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict; 
 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective from and after its passage. 
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